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November 2000

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At the request of the Will County Land Use Department (Will County), acting as liaisons for the Will
County Historic Preservation Commission (Historic Preservation Commission), Wiss, Janney, Elstner
Associates, Inc., is submitting the following report of the survey of existing farmsteads in unincorporated
Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships in northwest Will County, Illinois. The survey area
includes 108 square miles of land, 227 farmsteads and historically related sites, and 862 individual
structures. The survey was performed July, August, and September 1999, with follow-up survey work
conducted in March and September 2000.

A Rural Structures Survey of unincorporated Will County was performed in 1988, which identified
approximately 21,000 structures, with approximately 984 structures on 328 sites in the three-township
region studied in the current survey. The 1988 survey documented sites with photographs and survey data
on standard Illinois Historic Preservation Agency format cards. For most sites, the data for the 1988
survey was gathered from the public right-of-way. In addition to this survey a report was prepared
examining the overall rural themes present in the county and identification of noteworthy structures.

Numerous changes have occurred in the years since the original survey. Therefore, Will County and the
Historic Preservation Commission recognized the need to reassess the agricultural heritage in the region.
Northwest Will County in particular is one of the fastest developing areas of the state, and for this reason
was selected for the first area in the county to be reassessed. The boundaries of Naperville, Plainfield, and
Bolingbrook were once several miles apart. Now, through a series of annexations in recent years, all three
share common boundaries in the center of Wheatland Township, which, as determined by the past and the
present surveys, is one of the most historically significant agriculturally-based regions of northeast
Illinois. Plainfield and Lockport Townships have also experienced growth at a somewhat slower rate, but
with tremendous impact on the agricultural heritage of the two townships.

The Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey described in this report was conducted on an intensive
level, reconfirming the data gathered in the 1988 survey, but including additional information such as
sketch site plans and identification of more detailed building features.' Survey work was conducted on
farmstead and agriculturally related sites on unincorporated land, although a limited number of significant
sites on incorporated land were included as well. Access to each site was sought from property owners to
allow for closer examination of structures documented in the survey. This also allowed for photographs
taken at close range to be included in the survey data. Rural structures constructed before 1950 were
documented, as a minimum age of 50 years is the basic criteria for elements to be considered for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (National Register). Each of the structures was
documented on a separate survey form. Survey information was compiled using computer applications.
Database software was used to organize written survey data for each structure and each farmstead site.
Mapping software using geographic information system (GIS) technology was used to plot a graphic
database showing the location of each farmstead. Each of these electronic databases was turned over to
Will County for their use in planning and preservation efforts. Two original copies of the datasheets,
consisting of six volumes for each copy, and five xerographic copies were submitted to Will County.

" The intensive level of the survey was possible because only three townships were included in the new survey, as
opposed to the entire county for the 1988 survey.

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
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The survey determined that there is a large, semi-contiguous region in Wheatland Township and
northwestern Plainfield Township with a rich cultural heritage dating back to the first farmsteads
established by settlers in the 1830s and 1840s. Spread throughout this region are several extant sites
where a local farming competition, the Wheatland Plowing Match, was held almost every year between
1877 and 1976. Within this region are several farmsteads meriting local landmark designation. There is
also a small settlement, the Wheatland Presbyterian Church rural crossroads, with a rich history and
several intact structures. As a multiple property designation, consideration should be given to nominating
the region to the National Register as an historic agricultural district.

Spread throughout the three-township area, and centered on the Des Plaines and Du Page River valleys,
are several extant buildings constructed of locally quarried limestone. The stone quarrying industry in the
Des Plaines River valley began in the 1830s, with quarrying in the Du Page River valley initiated in the
following decade as settlement progressed to northwestern Will County. As a group of unique building
types, these buildings merit inclusion on the National Register as a multiple property district.

The survey also identified a select number of architecturally distinctive or historically significant sites and
structures not defined by either of the two above categories. These are sites that merit local landmark
designation. After additional research is performed to grant local landmark designation, a few of these
sites may merit designation to the National Register.

Chapters I and II of this report provide the context in which the surveyed farmsteads were established,
grew, and in many cases have been divided into separate properties. Chapter I covers the geological,
historical, and architectural contexts of Will County agriculture. Chapter II discusses the historical
context of each of the three townships and focuses on historically and/or architecturally significant
farmsteads, as identified by the survey, and the families that owned them.

Chapter III discusses the survey, and includes a discussion of the National Register and local Will County
criteria for determination of historical and architectural significance; a listing of the significant farmsteads
in the survey region; lists of individual building types; and recommendations for additional survey work.
Chapter IV contains a description of the survey methodology.

Northwest Will County was settled by pioneer farmers beginning in the late 1820s. This settlement
occurred during two subsequent historical developments: the opening of region to settlers after the Treaty
of Chicago of 1833 obtained the remaining Native American lands; and the decision to build the Illinois
and Michigan Canal, begun in 1836. By the time the canal was opened in 1848, the towns of Plainfield
and Lockport had been founded (in 1834 and 1836 respectively) and farmers were established in
Wheatland Township. The canal transformed the region, promoting the use of Chicago as a port city and
reorienting the growth center of Illinois from the southern portion of the state to the northeast portion. The
canal helped farmers move their harvests and livestock to market, which previously had to be transported
by horse and wagon. Within a few years, the railroad arrived to the region, offering farmers an additional
means of transporting their bounty northeast to Chicago.

Numerous agricultural improvements, due to the introduction of specialized, time- and labor-saving field
implements, occurred in the decades from 1860 through 1880. Although the importance of Lockport
declined with the growth of Joliet and the opening of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal in 1900,
Plainfield maintained positive growth. This was due in part to the establishment of the Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern Railroad in the late 1880s and the routing of U.S. 30 through the town. Although these
transportation arteries served newly established industries in the area, agriculture continued to be a vital
part of the local economy of all three townships through the first three-quarters of the twentieth century.

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
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CHAPTERI:
CONTEXT HISTORY OF THE RURAL SURVEY AREA

Geologic and Topographic Background to the Illinois Region

Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships are located at the northeast edge of the Mississippi River
drainage basin. The region contains two rivers, the Des Plaines River and its largest tributary, the Du Page
River, that flows in turn to the Illinois River and on to the Mississippi. Each of the rivers has a number of
tributary creeks and streams. In Lockport Township, the Des Plaines has Fraction Run in the southeast
portion of the township. The Du Page has Spring Brook in northeast Wheatland Township and Lily Cache
Creek (and its tributary, Mink Creek) in the eastern half of Plainfield Township.

As with most of Illinois, the three townships of the survey area were profoundly altered by glaciation. The
region surrounding Joliet is a zone of fairly old limestones, sandstones, and shales where older rocks of
Ordovician and Silurian age to the north give way near the surface to younger coal-rich rocks of
Pennsylvanian age to the south. The surface topography of the land often bears little resemblance to that
of the bedrock beneath. For example, although the Des Plaines River occupies a true rock valley, the Du
Page River only does so for a portion of its run. Northeast of the survey area, the East Branch of the Du
Page River occupies a glacial drift valley over a rock valley; however, the drift valley slopes south and
the rock valley slopes north.'

Over approximately one million years, the northern hemisphere was alternately covered by and free of large
ice sheets that were hundreds to a few thousand feet thick during the Pleistocene era. In the United States,
portions of New England and the upper Midwest were the most affected by glaciation, with nearly all of the
these areas covered by ice at one time or another.” Illinois was covered by ice sheets in four major periods,
with only the far northwest and far southern portions of the state relatively unaffected. Most of the glacial
deposits in the state date from the last two periods: the Illinoian and the Wisconsin. Lake Michigan was
formed by successive advances, but took its current form during the Wisconsin Period. The Illinoian reached
as far south as Carbondale and Harrisburg, the Wisconsin only to Mattoon and Peoria. In addition to
deposits from glaciation, streams and rivers formed by the melting glaciers deposited sand and gravel across
the landscape.

Pleistocene glaciers and the waters melting from them changed the landscapes they covered. The ice scraped
and smeared the landforms it overrode, leveling and filling many of the minor valleys and even some of the
larger ones. Moving ice carried colossal amounts of rock and earth, for much of what the glaciers wore off
the ground was kneaded into the moving ice and carried along, often for hundreds of miles. Wisconsinan drift
was deposited on the weathered Illinoian drift in much of Illinois.

A significant feature left by the advance and retreat of glaciers in the northeast corner of the state are glacial
moraines—low mounds tens of miles long left by the furthest advance of a glaciers in the Wisconsinan
period. The townships in the survey area lie to the west of one of the most pronounced moraines, the
Valparaiso Morainic System. Immediately west of the Des Plaines River valley in Lockport Township is the

' D.J. Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle, Bulletin No. 51 of the Illinois State
Geological Survey (Urbana, Illinois, 1925), 95. This reference was brought to the attention of the project team by
Mr. Michael A. Lambert of Plainfield.

? Besides the physical impact of the ice sheets in the above named regions was the overall climatic changes that
occurred in North America. See E.C. Pielou, After the Ice Age: The Return of Life to Glaciated North America
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991) for an analysis of the biological recovery after the retreat of last ice
sheets.

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
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smaller Rockdale Moraine. Along the western edge of Wheatland and Plainfield Townships is the Minooka
Ridge, which is a minor topographic feature compared to the Valparaiso Moraine.

The slight rise that occurs at the Minooka Ridge is quite pronounced in some areas, as shown in this
illustration of the Stewart farmstead in Section 30 of Wheatland Township, where the slight rise in the
landscape is visible. Several other farmsteads on the western edge of Wheatland and Plainfield Townships
line have similar rises in the landscape, such as the Wolf-Mathers farmstead in Section 18 of Wheatland,
where the farmhouse is set on the brow of the ridge and the barn set into the slope; and the Book-Susemiehl
farmstead in Section 17 of Wheatland Township, where the barn is set into the slope.

The last ice sheets in this area began to retreat approximately 13,500 years ago. The retreating and melting
glaciers continued to impact the area for a few more thousand years, as the outflow deposited sand and
gravel. As the Valparaiso ice sheet was melting, the Des Plaines River valley overflowed, forming the beds
of Lily Cache and Mink Creeks, which then flowed through a network of creek beds into the Du Page River.
The waters flowing through this network, located east of Plainfield, deposited the gravel present in the
region and exposed underlying limestone beds in isolated locations. Another effect, present along parts of
the Des Plaines River and on the east bank of the Du Page River in Section 14 of Wheatland Township, was
the formation of sandstone and conglomerate rock from cementation of outwash sands and gravels.*

3 Nonetheless, the Minooka Ridge is perceptible when looking west across the farm fields of western Wheatland and
Plainfield Townships. This is particularly true when traveling by westbound in a car toward the western edge of each
township. The Valparaiso Moraine, on the other hand, is perhaps less perceptible because of the greater amount of
development that has occurred in that area.

* Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle, 84—85. The following table lists some of the
predominant soil types present in rural areas of the three-township survey area. The numbers are based on United
States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service; subcategories such as 23A and 23B, which consider
the overall slope of the land, have not been included in this table. Note that each of the townships has different but
closely related soil types, reflecting localized variations formed during and after the last period of glaciation:

Soil Type Description Wheatland Plainfield Lockport
Township Township Township

23 Blount silt loam X
59 Lisbon silt loam X X

67 Harpster silty clay loam X

82 Millington loam X

134 Camden silt loam X X
145 Saybrook silt loam X X

146 Elliot silt loam X X X
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First Nations in the Illinois Region

Human inhabitation of the North American continent from the Paleo-Indian culture has been dated to the
end of the last glacial advance (about 15,000 to 12,000 years ago). Increasing warmth toward the close of
the Pleistocene Era caused the melting and disappearance of the ice sheet in approximately 9000 B.C. The
arrival of the First Nations, or Native Americans, in the region between the middle Mississippi valley and
Lake Michigan appears to date from the earliest period following the retreat of the polar ice sheet. This
time is known as the Paleo-Indian Period, when peoples in the region briefly occupied campsites while
subsisting on deer, small mammals, nuts, and wild vegetables and other plants.

The first signs of specific colonization date from the Archaic Period, prior to 1000 B.C., when deer
hunting and wild plant gathering supported a dispersed population. As climatic conditions changed over
the next several thousand years, populations tended to concentrate near river floodplains and adjacent
areas. In the Woodland Period (1000 B.C. to 1000 A.D.), crude grit-tempered pottery appeared in
northeastern Illinois. The end of this period saw the advent of large fortified towns with platform mounds,
such as the community at Cahokia located east of St. Louis. Further north, villages in the upper Illinois
River Valley lacked large platform mounds.’ It was also a period of a widespread trading network known
to modern anthropology as the Hopewell Interaction Sphere. The villages of this period were typically
located on valley bottom lands, close to river transportation. Agricultural development included
cultivation of floodplain lands; by 650 A.D. maize was being grown in the Illinois River valley.®

148 Proctor silt loam X X X
149 Brenton silt loam X X
152 Drummer silty clay loam X X X
194 Morley silt/silty clay loam X
197 Troxel silt loam X

219 Millbrook silt loam X
223 Varna silt loam X X
232 Ashkum silty clay loam X X
240 Platville silt loam X
290 Warsaw silt loam X X

293 Andres silt loam X X

294 Symerton silt loam X X X
298 Beecher silt loam X
313 Rodman loam X
314 Joliet silty clay loam X
315 Channahon silt loam X
316 Romeo silt loam X
318 Lorenzo silt loam X X X
321 Du Page silt loam X X

325 Dresden silt loam X X
326 Homer silt loam X

327 Fox silt loam X

329 Will silty clay loam X X

330 Peotone silty clay loam X
451 Lawson silt loam X
504 Sogn loam X
531 Markham silt loam X

> Several Woodland sites are present in the river valleys of the Des Plaines and Du Page Rivers. (John Doershuk,
Plenemuk Mound and the Archaeology of Will County, lllinois Cultural Resource Study No. 3 (Springfield, Illinois:
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 1988), 11-14).

6 James E. Davis, Frontier Illinois (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998), 25. “The Late Woodland
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The time span between 1000 A.D. and the coming of European explorers and settlers is known as the
Mississippian Period. Northeast Illinois was at the fringe of the larger Middle Mississippi culture present
in central and southern Illinois. At the beginning of this period, the communities of large fortified towns
and ceremonial platform mounds reached their zenith. Among these sites in northeastern Illinois is the
Fisher site in Will County, located in Channahon Township.

The Coming of European Settlers

French Explorers and Settlers in the Illinois Territory

By the time of the French explorations of the seventeenth century, the native inhabitants of Illinois as a
group belonged to the Algonquian linguistic family, closely related to the Chippewa. The specific tribes
in the northeast Illinois region included the Miami (located on sites near the Calumet River, the juncture
of the Des Plaines and Kankakee Rivers, and the Fox River) and the Illinois (present throughout the rest
of modern-day Illinois). “Illinois” was a native word signifying “men” or “people.”’” By the early to mid-
1700s, the Potawatomi moved into the area from the region of Michigan and northern Wisconsin.

In 1673, the expedition of Father Jacques Marquette and Louis Jolliet traveled primarily along the
Mississippi River and up the Illinois River to the region of Cook and Will Counties.® This expedition
claimed the region for France. In 1678, an expedition led by Robert de La Salle with Henry Tonti and
Father Hennepin explored the region along the Mississippi River and adjacent territory on behalf of
France. A Jesuit mission was established at Chicago in 1696 by Father Pierre Pinet, but it failed to last
more than a year. As time progressed the French centered their principal activities in the middle
Mississippi valley, focusing on Fort de Chartres near Kaskaskia and its connections via the Ohio,
Maumee, and Wabash rivers with Québec via the Great Lakes, well to the south and east of the upper
Illinois valley. Also, The Chicago portage became a significant channel of movement, especially for those
involved in the fur trade.

During this period, the Native Americans were undergoing migrations and in conflict with each other.
The Sauk, Fox, Kickapoo, and Potawatomi displaced the Miami and Illinois in the region. The
Potawatomi, followed by the Sauk and the Fox, were the predominant peoples in the northeastern Illinois
by the later 1700s. Also present in the region were the Winnebago and the Shawnee.’

is a period of increasing dependence on corn agriculture, although northeastern Illinois groups appear less corn-
dependent than do central and lower Illinois River valley peoples.” (Doershuk, Plenemuk Mound and the
Archaeology of Will County, 13—14.)

7 John R. Swanton, The Indian Tribes of North America (1952, Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin Number
145; reprint, Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1969), 241.

¥ Louis Jolliet was born at Beauport, near Québec, in September 1645. He began to study at the Jesuit College of
Québec in 1655 and in 1662 he received minor religious orders from Bishop Laval. After leaving the seminary and
becoming a fur trader, he gained proficiency in surveying and mapmaking. Jolliet was chosen by the government of
France to be a member of a delegation meeting with the chieftains of the Indian tribes assembled at Sault Sainte
Marie in 1671. Beginning the next year, Jolliet led an expedition down the Mississippi, during which he traveled up
the Illinois and Des Plaines Rivers. During this expedition he surmised that digging a canal from to connect the
waterways in this region would allow transportation from the Great Lakes to the Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico.
The Illinois and Michigan Canal constructed in the 1830s and 1840s was the realization of this route.

? Jean L. Herath, Indians and Pioneers: A Prelude to Plainfield, Illinois (Hinckley, Illinois: The Hinckley Review,
1975), 20-21.
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On Father Marquette’s map, Lake Michigan is labeled “Lac des Ilinois” (reproduced
from A.T. Andreas, History of Chicago, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time
(Chicago: A.T. Andreas, 1884), 43).

French colonial settlers in the southern and central portions of Illinois brought with them traditional
agricultural practices from northern France, including open-field plowlands, divided into longlots, and
communal pasturing areas.'” However, unlike labor practices in France, colonial settlers utilized African
slaves. By the middle of the eighteenth century, black slaves were one-third of the region’s population.

Early settlements founded as missions and fur trading posts, such as Cahokia and Kaskaskia, developed
into the core of agricultural communities.'" French colonial farms produced wheat for human
consumption and maize as feed for hogs. A staple of the settlers’ diet was wheat bread. Livestock for use
as dairy production, meat consumption, and draft animals were also present on the region’s farms. The
open field agriculture system continued in use beyond the era of French domination, and ended only with
the influx of settlers from the east coast."

Illinois in the English Colonial Period and Revolutionary War

Land ownership was not an original right when the Virginia Company settled Jamestown in 1607. The
company owned the land, and paid its employees for their labor in food and supplies out of a common
storehouse, limiting their motivation as well. After a period of starvation that nearly wiped out the
settlement, the company gave each employee an incentive of a three acre garden, which led to regular

1 Carl J. Ekberg, French Roots in the Illinois Country: The Mississippi Frontier in Colonial Times (Urbana, Illinois:
University of Illinois Press, 1998), 2-3. “Longlots” are, as the name implies, long narrow plots of cultivated land
that developed because of the difficulty for plowing teams to turn around. Forms of longlots date back to ancient
Mesopotamia; French colonial forms developed from Medieval European models. The longlots in Illinois typically
had length to width ratios of 10 to 1.

" bid., 33.

" Ibid., 173-251.
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land distribution consisting of a 50 acre “headright.””> Unencumbered private access to land in the
English colonies to the east prevented rigorous land use planning.

French influence in the Illinois territory began to wane by the mid-1700s. Québec on the St. Lawrence
River fell to the British in September 1759 during the French and Indian War, opening a route through the
Great Lakes to the middle part of the continent. In 1763, the French ceded land east of the Mississippi to
the British. In October 1765, the British took possession of Fort Chartres (and briefly renamed it
Cavendish), extending British authority across the continent east of the Mississippi River. British control
of the Illinois region lasted until challenged during Revolutionary War. In 1778, at the direction of the
Governor of Virginia, George Rogers Clark led an expedition against the British and captured their posts
in the frontier northwest. Clark marched across southern Illinois, and by July 1778 had disarmed the
British-held frontier forts of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes, claiming the region for the
independence-seeking American colonies.

Land Division and Distribution in the New Nation

When land claims of several of the newly independent states overlapped, Congress, under the Articles of
Confederation, struggled to maintain control over the territory extending to the Mississippi River. After
making all land west of the Pennsylvania Line to the Mississippi common national property, a system of
land division was developed based on meridians and base lines, which were subdivided further into a
series of rectangular grids. In the “Rectangular System,” distances and bearing were measured from two
lines which are at right angles to each other: the Principal Meridians, which run north and south, and the
Base Lines, which run east and west. Subdividing lines called Range Lines are spaced at six mile intervals
between the meridians and base lines. Range Lines defined territories known as townships.'*

On 20 May 1785, Congress adopted this system as the Land Survey Ordinance of 1785. (Eventually,
frontier settlers west of Pennsylvania and north of Texas could walk up to a plat map on the wall of a
regional land office and locate a one quarter section property for farming, which was thought to be
sufficient to sustain individual farmers."”) In 1787, after about twenty months of surveying work, the first
national public land sales occurred, consisting of 72,934 acres with $117,108.22 in revenue.'® Also in that
year, the Ordinance of 1787 organized the Northwest Territory, consisting of what would become Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

After the ratification of the new United State Constitution, land legislation was not addressed for several
years. Meanwhile, settlement continued on the portions already surveyed and sold by the government, and
extended into unsurveyed land with settlement by squatters (many of whom were later evicted by federal
troops). Additional federal land sales took place in 1796, and in 1800 the government opened land offices
in Cincinnati, Chillicothe, Marietta, and Steubenville, all in Ohio.

" John Opie, The Law of the Land: Two Hundred Years of Farm Policy (Lincoln: University of Nebraska: 1994),
19.

'* Township were the largest subdivision of land platted by the United States. After the Township Corners were
located, the Section and Quarter Section Corners were established. Each Township was six miles square and
contained 23,040 acres, or 36 square miles, as near as possible to fit specific geographic conditions such as lakes and
rivers, political boundaries such as State boundaries, as well as survey errors. Each Township, unless irregular in
shape due to the reasons cited above, was divided into 36 squares called Sections. These Sections were intended to
be one mile, or 320 rods, square and contained 640 acres of land. Sections were numbered consecutively from 1 to
36, utilizing the same criss-cross numbering pattern on each section regardless of national location or actual
township configuration. Sections are may be subdivided in different ways. A half section contains 320 acres; a
quarter section contains 160 acres; half of a quarter contains 80 acres, and quarter of a quarter contains 40 acres, and
so on. Each piece of land is described according to the portion of the section within which it is located.

' Opie, The Law of the Land, 10.

"% Ibid., 15.
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Development of the Northwest Territory

In 1801 Illinois, then part of the Northwest Territory, became part of the Indiana Territory. Eight years
later the Illinois Territory was formed, including the region of Wisconsin. By 1800, fewer than 5,000
settlers lived in the territorial region, with most located in the southern portion of what became Illinois
along the Mississippi, Ohio, and Wabash Rivers. The northern portion of the state was more sparsely
populated, as European settlers did not begin to enter this area until the early years of the 1800s.

At this time, the Native American tribe leader Tecumseh organized the tribes of the Northwest Territory
against European settlers. Although defeated in the Battle of Tippecanoe of 1811, Tecumseh remained
active throughout the War of 1812 and aided British forces in capturing many European settled areas. These
reverted to American control at the end of the war. A series of treaties with Native American populations
influenced the future of northeast Illinois. In 1795, a peace treaty with warring Native Americans included
the ceding of “one piece of land, six miles square, at the mouth of the Chicago River, emptying into the
southwest end of Lake Michigan, where a fort formerly stood.”"” It was on this land that Fort Dearborn was
established in 1803, where a settlement of French traders and their Native American wives developed. The
site grew initially from the fur trade, and despite the Fort Dearborn Massacre of 1812, more settlers came to
the area.

Cutting across the western half of the region later known as Will County was a land corridor ceded by the
Potawatomi, Ottawa, and Chippewa in a treaty signed in St. Louis on 24 August 1816. The corridor, defined
by the cartographic features now known as the Indian Boundary Lines (and still present on many maps of
the area), was meant for allow European settlers access to Lake Michigan for the construction of a (later
developed as the Illinois and Michigan Canal, discussed in Chapter II). The corridor was physically
surveyed by James M. Duncan and T.C. Sullivan in 1819; its southern boundary was defined by a point on
the shore of Lake Michigan, ten miles south of the Chicago River, to a point on the Kankakee River, ten
miles north of its mouth.'®

1llinois Statehood

The United States Congress passed an enabling act on 18 April 1818 admitting Illinois as the twenty-first
state as of 3 December 1818. A bill had passed Congress in early 1818 moving the northern boundary
northward to include the mouth of the Chicago River within the Illinois Territory." The act passed despite
the fact that the population of the state was only 40,258, less than the 60,000 required by the Ordinance of
1787. The state capital was established first at Kaskaskia and moved to Vandalia two years later. Much of
the land in the state was the property of the United States government. Early sales offices were located at
Kaskaskia, Shawneetown, and Vincennes. Until the financial panic of 1819, there was an initial rush of
sales and settlement at the southern end of the state where navigable streams and the only road system
were located.”

The Native Americans who occupied the area at this time were divided into powerful tribes who at times
fought the European settlers to hold their hunting grounds. Chief among these tribes was the Kickapoo,

7 As quoted by A.T. Andreas in his History of Chicago, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time (Chicago: A.T.
Andreas, 1884), 79.

' Will County Property Owners, 1842 (Joliet, Illinois: Will County Historical Society, 1973), 1.

' The northern boundary of the Illinois Territory was on an east-west line from the southern line of Lake Michigan.
In order to give the future state a portage on Lake Michigan, the boundary line was moved 10 miles north of the
initial boundary. The Congressional legislation was amended before passage moving the future state’s northern
boundary a total of 51 miles north. This gave the region more potential economic security as well as lessened the
potential for the area to be sympathetic to the slave states in the south.

% Olin Dee Morrison, Prairie State, A History: Social, Political, Economical (Athens, Ohio: E. M. Morrison, 1960),
24-25.
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who were among the first to engage in war with European settlers and the last to enter into treaties with
the United States government. On 30 July 1819, by the Treaty at Edwardsville, the Kickapoo ceded their
land to United States and began to retreat to Osage County. By 1822, only 400 Kickapoo were left in the
state. The Peace Treaty of Tippecanoe of 1832 was negotiated with the Potawatomi tribe, resulting in the
ceding of the land now occupied by Chicago and Joliet to the federal government.

The early 1830s saw the greatest land boom thus far in American history. Land sales gradually came
under the control of the General Land Office as the survey moved westward. In 1834 and 1835 alone, 28
million acres were shifted from closed to open land for purchase. Two years later the Van Buren
administration placed an enormous 56,686,000 acres on the market. These lands were located in some of
the most fertile farming regions of the nation: Illinois, lowa, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and
Missouri.”’ The building of the Illinois and Michigan Canal in the later 1830s and 1840s (discussed in
Chapter II) led to a land boom in Chicago, which had been platted in 1830 and incorporated in 1833.%
The rate of growth in northern Illinois soon matched and then surpassed that of the southern portion of the
state.

Settlement and Development of Will County

By 1826, more European settlers began to move to the northeast Illinois region, so that by 1831 a few
hamlets were present between LaSalle and Chicago. Also present in the region was a tribe of nearly 1,000
Potawatomi in the area along the Du Page River south of what would become Plainfield.” At the
beginning of the Black Hawk War in 1832 the largest settlement north of the Illinois River (except for
Chicago) was on Bureau Creek, where there were about 30 families. A few other settlers had located on
the river at Peru and LaSalle, and a considerable number at Ottawa. At Walker’s Grove or Plainfield,
there were 12 or 15 families.** Along the branch of the Du Page, partially located in the region that would
become Will County in 1836, there were about twenty families. In Yankee settlements, which embraced
part of the towns of Homer, Lockport and New Lenox, there were 20 or 25 families. Along the Hickory in
the town of New Lenox, including the Zarley settlement in Joliet Township, there were approximately 20
more families, and at the Reed’s and Jackson Grove there were 6 or 8 more.”

In 1832, a band of Sauk Indians led by Black Sparrow Hawk, resisted their deportation by Europeans
settlers from their ancestral lands. Although most of the fighting occurred in the Rock River area in
Northwest Illinois and southern Wisconsin, an Indian panic swept through Will County settlements. The
settlers in Walker’s Grove together with about 25 fugitives from the Fox River area hurriedly constructed
a stockade from the logs of Stephen Begg’s pigpen, outbuildings, and fences (“Fort Beggs™). The prospect
of engaging Indians in pitched battle from the confines of “Fort Beggs” prompted the settlers to leave the
makeshift stockade in favor of Fort Dearborn in Chicago. Meanwhile homesteaders in the eastern Will
County area gathered at the Gougar homestead and decided to flee to Indiana.*

*! Tbid., 51.
> Between 1840 and 1860 the population of Chicago increased from 4,470 to nearly 100,000, growth tied to the
economic boom started by the opening of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. By 1890, Chicago’s population was more
than 1,000,000 persons (Harry Hansen, ed., //linois: A Descriptive and Historical Guide (New York: Hastings
House Publishers, 1974), 176-83).
3 Herath, Indians and Pioneers: A Prelude to Plainfield, Illinois, 21.
** A Potawatomi village was located to the south of Walker’s Grove. (Map 26, Helen Hornbeck Tanner, ed., Atlas of
2Cs;reat Lakes Indian History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987), 140.)

Ibid.
%6 Robert E. Sterling, A4 Pictorial History of Will County, Volume 1 (Joliet: Will County Historical Publications,
1975).
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Also in 1832, northwest Will County was the scene of an epidemic of smallpox among the Potawatomi,
inflicting a mortality rate at least twice that of European settlers. Approximately one-third of the Native
American population in the region died during the epidemic.”

The end of the Black Hawk War brought about the expulsion of the Sauks and Foxes from lands east of
the Mississippi River. Also in 1832, the Winnebago ceded their lands in Wisconsin south and east of the
Wisconsin River and east of the Fox River to Green Bay. The Potawatomi, Ottawa, and Chippewa tribes
still held title to land in northern Illinois outside of the Indian Treaty Boundary lines. In September 1833,
a gathering of Native American chiefs and leaders was held in Chicago to “negotiate a treaty whereby the
lands might be peaceably ceded, and the Indians removed therefrom, to make way for the tide of white
emigration which had begun to set irresistibly and with ever increasing volume to the coveted region.””®
A Chicago historian, A.T. Andreas, writing in the 1880s, emphasized the disadvantaged position of the
Native Americans, who had seen the effects of war on other Native Americans and experienced the ravages
of epidemic on their own peoples:

Black Hawk’s ill-starred campaign, followed by the subsequent treaty made by his tribe, showed
them the inevitable result [that] must follow resistance. They knew quite well that they had no
alternative. They must sell their lands for such a sum and on such terms as the Government agents
might deem it politic or just or generous to grant. The result of the treaty was what might have been
expected. The Indians gave up their lands and agreed for certain considerations, the most of which
did not redound to their profit, to cede all their lands to the Government, and to leave forever their
homes and the graves of their fathers for a land far toward the setting sun, which they had never seen
and of which they knew nothing.*’

In the resulting treaty, the three tribes ceded land “along the western shore of Lake Michigan, and
between this lake and the land ceded to the United States by the Winnebago nation at the treaty of Fort
Armstrong....”*" As compensation, the tribes received land on the east bank of the Missouri River and a
series of monetary payments.*'

Emigration into this area after the Black Hawk War increased so markedly that settlers began agitating for
separation from Cook County. Residents of these settlements, then part of Cook County, demanded a
more convenient place to record their land purchases and to pay their taxes. Accordingly, Dr. A. W.
Bowen of Juliet and James Walker of Plainfield went to the state capital of Vandalia and successfully
lobbied a detachment petition through the General Assembly. On 12 January 1836, an act was passed
creating Will County from portions of Cook, Iroquois, and Vermilion Counties. Will County also
included at that time the northern part of what would later become Kankakee County. (In 1845, the
boundaries of Will County were changed to their present locations.) The county was named in honor of
Dr. Conrad Will, a member of the state legislature who lived in the southern part of Illinois.”

7 Tanner, ed., Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 173.

® Andreas, History of Chicago, 123.

* Ibid.

3% As quoted in Andreas, History of Chicago, 124.

3 1t has been reported that Native Americans returned to Will County as late as 1900 on pilgrimages (Herath, Indians
and Pioneers: A Prelude to Plainfield, Illinois, 21):

Though officially ousted, the Indians, being great travelers, made pilgrimages back to the land of their
childhood for many years. Small ragtag bands of women and children were seen as late as the 1870s
along the Du Page, wending their way north in the spring and south in the fall. In 1900 an old Indian
man, a small boy and a horse pulling a travois were seen along the Kankakee River.

32 Born near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on 3 June 1779, Conrad Will emigrated westward after studying medicine.
First homesteading on the Big Muddy River in the Illinois Territory in 1813, he established a salt works in 1816
using the salt springs in the area. He was instrumental in the formation of Jackson County from the lower half of
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On 7 March 1836, an election was held to select Will County’s first public officials. They in turn set the
price of tavern licenses and created a book for recording the ear markings of livestock. Since swine,
sheep, cows, and other livestock freely roamed the city streets and open fields, settlers devised special ear
markings consisting of slits, crops, and holes to identify their animals. These “brands” were recorded with
pen and ink drawings in the county clerk’s office.”
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A plat of survey for Wheatland Township in northwest Will County, dated 21 May 1839. The
diagonal line in the lower righthand corner is the Indian Boundary Line. As explained above,
the land shown platted here was not officially accessible to settlers until after the Treaty of
Chicago of 1833 since it belonged to Native American tribes in the region.

Randolph County and part of present day Perry County. When the salt business did not prosper, Will entered
politics, becoming a state senator in the newly formed State of Illinois in 1818. In 1820 he became a member of the
state House of Representatives, an office he held until his death on 11 June 1835. On the following 12 January, the
state legislature passed an act sectioning the southern portion of Cook County in northern Illinois, naming it after
Conrad Will. (Alice C. Storm, Doctor Conrad Will (Joliet, Illinois: Louis Joliet Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, 1917), 1-5.)

3 Address of George H. Woodruff, Sixth Annual Reunion of the Will County Pioneer Association (Joliet: The Press
Company, 1886), 5-6.
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The primary concern of pioneer farmers was providing food for his family and livestock. Most farmers
homesteaded around wooded land to provide building materials and fuel.** On cultivated land, settlers
would need to grub out tree stumps before breaking the prairie sod with a walking plow. This latter
activity was often difficult, since the soil tended to ball up on the plow. In 1833, John Lane of Lockport
invented the breaking plow, which eliminated this problem. Lane’s innovation developed from an
improvised steel plow attached to the plow molding board. It successfully cut the prairie sod so that the

soil could be turned over.*

The boom in agricultural production coincided with the opening of the Illinois and Michigan Canal in
1848 was soon followed by the introduction of railroad service in the following decade. Plank roads also
were also a significant mode of transportation in the mid-eighteenth century. In 1855, the Lockport,
Plainfield & Yorkville Plankroad Company was formed.

-;mé.ssww '

@I Fr

D.B. Cooke & Co’s Railway Guide for Illinois Shewing [sic] All the Stations with Their
Respective Distances Connecting with Chicago. (D.B. Cooke & Co., 1855, Library of
Congress collection).

** Wood was so important that the lack of wooded land in Wheatland Township was one of the issues that dissuaded
settlers from buying land in the region until the later 1830s and 1840s, when land in surrounding townships was
selling out.

% Fayette Baldwin Shaw, Will County Agriculture (Will County Historical Society, 1980), 1. The site of Lane’s
farmstead has a Will County historical marker commemorating his importance due to the invention of this plow.
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In the late 1840s, the United States still owned 14,060,308 acres of land in Illinois. Between 1848 and
1857, much of this land passed into private hands. In addition to land that could be purchased from the
government, alternate five mile sections each side of the route planned for the Illinois and Michigan
Canal in western Will County were offered for sale by the canal authority. Later, alternate six mile
sections each side of the route granted to the Illinois Central Railroad (which passed through eastern Will
County) was available for purchase from the railroad.*®

Of the 16,703 persons living in Will County in 1850, 8,850 were male and 7,820 female; there were also
21 “colored” males and 12 “colored” females. A total of 2,833 families were living in 2,796 dwellings.
The census of 1860 gives the population of the county as 29,321. Ten years later the population had
reached 43,013 and in 1880 it was 53,422.%

Agricultural Development of the County and State

By the 1850s, Illinois was a major agricultural state. Its corn production was 57.65 million bushels, which
increased to 115.2 millions in 1860, making it the leading corn producer in the nation.”® Wheat was also a
major crop—the state was fifth in wheat production in 1850 and first in 1860.% Acreage in improved
farmland increased two and one half times in the decade. Other principal farm crops were oats, rye, and
barley. The average price for corn and wheat was $1.25 per bushel. In the early- to mid-1800s,
agricultural methods were primitive with reapers, iron plowshares, and hay tenders. The first McCormick
reaper in the county appeared in Wheatland Township in 1846. Some local inventions that could be
attached to modify the McCormick included gearing produced by W. Holmes of Hickory Creek in Will
County, produced at Adams’ Foundry, followed later by a turf and stubble plow.*’

3% The lands were sold to actual settlers and speculators. It is estimated that six million acres passed into the hands of
speculators between 1849 and 1856. There were several types of speculators. Small farmers bought the land for
pasturage, timber, or simply as an investment. Small businessmen also bought land as an investment, and in this
group was included practically every prominent politician in Illinois except Abraham Lincoln. Professional
speculators operated on a large scale, with corporations or individuals owning land in many states. Finally, East
Coast capitalists who invested in western lands—Samuel Allerton, a wealthy resident of New York, owned 2,000
acres in Frankfort, New Lenox, and Homer Townships in Will County and an additional 400 acres in Cook County.
In time, settlers purchased the land from speculators. The Chicago Land Office was the last one opened and the last
one closed, except for Springfield which took over all the unfinished work of all offices and remained open until
1877. (Shaw, Will County Agriculture, 1-2.)

37 Souvenir of Settlement and Progress of Will County Illinois (Chicago: Historical Directory Publishing Co., 1884),
243.

¥ «“Corn” was the term used in the Old World to what was later known as wheat to settlers in the New World.
Settlers given “Indian corn” by the Native Americans began to sow it themselves, with corn becoming one of the
leading grain crops by the 1800s. Farmers were cognizant of the numerous factors that led to a successful corn crop,
including planting time, soil treatments, and pest prevention. In Illinois, the Illinois Corn Breeders association was
founded in 1890 to disseminate information and develop better seed stock. Beginning in the 1920s, the University of
[llinois began studies that led to improvements in corn varieties. In Illinois alone, sixteen breeds were reported in
1936, one of which was called “Will County Favorite.” (United States Department of Agriculture, Yearbook of
Agriculture (1936), 496.)

% Wheat was one of the earliest crops sown by settlers in the New World. The process of developing hybrid strains
of wheat was initiated by individuals and educational institutions before this work was addressed by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and state agricultural experiment stations. Numerous other grains grown historically in
Will County benefited from hybrid research, including oats and barley, conducted by university and governmental
agriculture studies. The first Agriculture administrative body in the United States was in New York, where a State
Board of Agriculture was established in 1819. The U.S. Department of Agriculture was established in 1862, and was
raised to cabinet status in 1880. State agricultural experiment stations, operated by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, were established in 1887.

% Shaw, Will County Agriculture, 13.
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The major crops in Will County historically have been corn and wheat, although wheat production
declined in the later 1800s after infestations of the chinch bug and the army worm. (Wheat farming
revived during World War I due to incentives from the U.S. government.) As early at 1850, corn was the
leading crop in the county, since it could be fed to livestock as well as processed into other products.*!
Other grain crops included oats, barley (used in beer production), and rye. Potatoes were also grown in
the region up through the late 1800s, but several seasons of wet summers led to rotting crops, followed in
subsequent years by potato bugs. Strawberries and grapes were grown in limited areas by at least the
1870s.%

The change from self-sufficient farming to cash crop farming occurred during the mid-nineteenth century.
Prior to that time, farmstead typically had less than ten acres. Most farms were 80 acres in size by the end
of the century, sometimes with additional parcels of 40 and 80 acres.” However, a few individuals in Will
County owned larger parcels of land. C.C. Smith of Channahon owned about 1,800 acres in various
parcels, while J.D. Caton, at one time Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, owned two full sections
(1,200 acres) in Plainfield Township.* In order to divide their parcels of land and enclosure pasturage,
farmers used split-rail fencing and vegetation such as osage hedges. Other means included wire fencing,
available after 1860, and barbed wire, introduced in the 1880s.*

LASCHERS SIS LYVE VIEW or mus § YICAGOD SHINGE JENSES & EONTON STOCK YARDS

(AN V4 8 8 S SLL.

Rascher’s Birds Eye View of the Chicago Packing Houses & Union Stock
Yards (Charles Rascher, 1890, Library of Congress collection).

4 Improved land in Will County in 1850 was valued at $102,578, unimproved $82,789; cash value of farms,
$1,950,289, value of farm implements, $103,469. There were 3,674 horses, 16 asses and mules, 5,868 milch cows,
1,171 working oxen, and 9,628 other cattle; 21,703 sheep, 8,650 swine, $404,806 value of livestock, $62,576 value
of slaughtered animals. The largest crop in 1850 was corn (527,903 bushels) followed by oats (334,360 bushels),
wheat (230,885 bushels), Irish potatoes (64,274 bushels), buckwheat (8,136 bushels), barley (1,795 bushels), peas
and beans (1,109 bushels), and sweet potatoes (508 bushels). In addition there were 50,237 pounds of wool, 2,760
pounds of tobacco, 9,617 pounds of maple sugar, 319,054 pounds of butter, 55,735 pounds of cheese, 32043 tons of
hay, 167 pounds of molasses, 15, 175 pounds of honey and beeswax. Homemade manufactures totaled $4,742
(Souvenir of Settlement and Progress of Will County Illinois (Chicago: Historical Directory Publishing Co., 1884),
244).

*2 Shaw, Will County Agriculture, 8.

* However, it should be noted that plat maps from the period reflect land ownership, not tilled land or the extent
(through land leasing or barter) of a farmstead.

* Shaw, Will County Agriculture, 3.

“1Ibid., 5.
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Cattle, hogs, and sheep were also a significant part of Will County agriculture. The Chicago Union Stock
Yard, incorporated by act of the Illinois State Legislature in 1865, was a ready market. Horses were also
bred, as they were an indispensable for the operation of farm machinery; oxen were in use until the 1870s.
The dairy industry also was initially significant part of the region’s agriculture, as reflected in the
agricultural statistics given with the discussion of prominent farmsteads in Chapter I1.*°

In 1870 the total number of farms in Will County numbered 3,665, of which 42 were under 10 acres; 86
under 20 acres, 285 under 50 acres, 1,066 under 100 acres, 2,132 under 500 acres, 49 under 1,000 acres
and 5 over 1,000 acres, showing an average of 144 acres. Of the total number of farms, 2,719 were
cultivated by owners; 571 were rented for a fixed money rental, and 375 rented for share of profit.
330,722 acres were tilled including fallow and grass in rotation and 148,371 in permanent meadow,
orchard and vineyard lands."’

History of Will County Illinois, published by Wm. Le Baron Jr. & Co. of Chicago, Illinois, lists the 1878
population as 55,207 in the region. Of the 569,858 acres recorded at that time, 1,807 acres were town and
city real estate, 16,598 was uncultivated fallow land, not wooded or pasturage. Farming was still of the
subsistence nature rather than a commercial objective. It was reported that 16,466 dairy cows were
grazing the Will County. Planted crops included 132,336 acres in corn, 57,809 in oats, 2,649 acres in Irish
potatoes, 1,838 acres in rye, 1,684 in spring wheat, 226 acres in buckwheat, 111 acres in winter wheat, 33
acres in barley, and 27 acres in castor beans.*

The average value of a southern Illinois farm in 1910 was $15,000; in the northern part of the state it was
$20,700. The value of farm products measured in dollars rose from $186 million in 1896 to $277 million
annually in 1912; this was accompanied by an increase in production of field crops by 70 percent and 76
percent respectively for those years. During this time, wheat, rye, and oat production was on the decline.
Livestock production remained fairly constant in overall value but sales of animals decreased by 50
percent during this period. Vegetable production was led by root crops like potatoes, turnips, and carrots.
Of orchard fruits, apples had the greatest production.*

With the development of the gasoline engine and adaptation to the tractor, work on the farm improved
considerably. Water could be pumped using gasoline engines instead of depending on the wind to run
windmills. Engines also provided power to operate milking machines, grind feed, and run various kinds
of machinery. The coming of the gas powered automobile and truck led to demands for better roads in

* The dairy industry in the Midwest was centered on Elgin, Illinois, and the western counties around Chicago until
the beginning of World War I, after which Wisconsin came to be known as “America’s Dairyland.” (Daniel Ralston
Block, “The Development of Regional Institutions of Agriculture: The Chicago Milk Marketing Order” (Ph. D.
diss., University of California at Los Angeles, 1997), 49-52).

7 Souvenir of Settlement and Progress of Will County Illinois, 244. In 1879 there were 18,164 horses, 424 mules
and asses, 1 working ox, 25,686 “milch” cows, and 33,718 other cattle; 8,598 sheep, exclusive of “spring lambs”;
51,539 swine; and 190,363 barnyard poultry and 19,530 other fowl producing 619,665 eggs. The wool crop (spring
clip) equaled 51,816 pounds. Dairy products included 2,116,036 gallons of milk sold to butter or cheese factories;
1,571,251 pounds of butter made on farms; and 8,390 pounds of cheese made on farms. One hundred and twenty-
one acres of barley produced 2,647 bushels; 161 acres of buckwheat produced 1,362 bushels; 143,815 acres of
“Indian corn” produced 4,072,806 bushels; 72,308 acres of oats produced 2,701,670 bushels; 1,774 acres of rye
produced 33,463 bushels; 82,732 acres of hay produced 111,513 tons; and 4,023 acres of wheat produced 50,826
bushels. Other farm products included 29,560 bushels of flaxseed; 2,957 tons of straw; 4,047 pounds of sorghum
molasses; 225 pounds of maple sugar; 50 gallons of maple molasses; 15,663 pounds of honey and 372 pounds of
bees-wax; 4,237 bushels of clover seed; and 7,920 bushels of grass seed. The estimated value of farm products sold,
consumed, or on hand totaled $3,313,441 (Ibid., 245).

*® History of Will County, Illinois (Chicago: Wm. Le Baron Jr., & Co., 1878), n.p.

* Morrison, Prairie State, A History, 98.
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[llinois. At the 1913 meeting of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute, Illinois State Highway Engineer A.N.
Johnson recognized these needs:

In particular, there is a vast field for the development of motor truck traffic, which it has not been
necessary heretofore to consider in plans for road improvement. It is believed that in many
sections of the State the opportunity is big for the development of this class of traffic, and
provision should be made in the future for road building on a majority of the main roads for the
eight and ten ton motor truck. Already truck farmers in the vicinity of Chicago have clubbed
together in the purchase of a motor truck by which a 24-hour trip has been reduced to 8 hours,
while the delivery of milk from the farm to the city by motor truck is already an economic
proposition.

It is believed therefore that the construction to be undertaken on our main roads should be a
character that can withstand the heavy motor traffic, heavy horse drawn traffic, as well as the
lighter forms of traffic, and that a serious mistake will be made to put down any other than rigid,
durable fs%rms of pavement. In Illinois this reduces the choice of the road surface to brick and
concrete.

With the implementation of the Civil Administrative Code in 1917, which formed the departmental
structure within the executive branch, the Illinois Department of Agriculture was formed as a regulatory
and promotional agency.’’

Twentieth Century Developments

Land area of farms in the Chicago area declined from 88.7 percent of total area in 1900 to 84.9 percent in
1920 and to 80 percent in 1925. Between 1830 to 1925, the number of farms reached its’ maximum in
1900. In 1925, the total number of farms was 5,000 less than in 1880.% During that same period livestock
production (including swine) peaked in 1900. For the counties within 50 miles of Chicago, the number of
dairy cows per square mile of farmland declined from 46.1 in 1900 to 42.8 in 1925. Acreage in cereal
production showed a gradual increase after 1925. Sheep and wool production peaked in 1880 and horses
and mules in 1920, declining as a direct result of the introduction of the tractor and motor truck. Dairy
production in the Chicago region peaked in 1900 and declined markedly in the following two decades.”

Although the Great Depression of the 1930s had a dramatic impact on all Americans, for American
farmers the economic decline began a decade earlier. Numerous factors led to the decline of the farm
economy in the post-World War I era. To meet the needs of the wartime economy that was feeding
American and European populations, American farmers increased production by cultivating lands that
formerly were kept fallow. Following the war, farmers continued this trend, overproducing despite
reductions in demand. As commodity prices fell, so did the standard of living of many farmers since
prices in the rest of the economy were increasing. Farmers went into debt, mortgaged their property, and
in many cases lost their farms to creditors.

% AN. Johnson, “Cost of a System of Durable Roads for Illinois,” in Eighteenth Annual Report of the Illinois
Farmers’ Institute, edited by H.A. McKeene (Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Company, 1913), 149.
>! Information from the website of the Illinois Department of Agriculture, www.agr.state.il.us/aghistory.html. The
department actually dated back to 1819, when the Illinois Agricultural Association was formed. Although little is
known of the activities of this early group other than a collection of letters by its founders, it established an
organization that became the Illinois State Agricultural Agency in 1853. This quasi-state government organization
continued to function until replaced in 1871 by a Department of Agriculture under the supervision of the State Board
of Agriculture.
Z Edward A. Duddy, Agriculture in the Chicago Region (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1929), 3.

Ibid., 4.
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The coming of the Great Depression deepened the crisis further. Agricultural production in Illinois
collapsed from almost $6.25 billion in 1929 to $2.5 billion in 1933. As unemployment in industrial
centers soared, some people fled to rural communities, putting additional pressure on rural areas as most
did not have access to welfare relief.’* Within days of the inauguration of Franklin Roosevelt, legislation
was formulated that would later pass Congress as the Agricultural Adjustment Act. The legislation was
intended to regulate production in order to raise prices to an acceptable level. In 1934, 15,734,600 acres
of land were in production, for a total crop value of $218,569,000 nationally, which grew to 17,692,100
acres and a crop value of $273,931,000 the following year.” The numerous adjustment programs initiated
under the New Deal led to limitations in agricultural production in order to raise crop prices to acceptable
levels. These included 20 percent of the land or 1,218,062 acres used in corn production being retired;
over 1,000,000 acres of land in wheat production were also retired.*

Soybeans were first planted in the late 1930s as a forage crop mainly to be fed to dairy cows and cattle.
Although some soybeans were processed through a threshing machine and sold on the market it was not
at that time a very popular grain product. Ten or fifteen years later, however, soybeans became a valuable
food and commercial product as new uses were developed with the assistance of state and federal
agricultural programs.

During World War II, farmers were encouraged by the federal government to increase their production by
the use of power machinery and the latest scientific processes. When a decline in demand arose, the
farmer was forced to continue his heavy production rate. Cash crop income in 1950 was $2.038 billion
nationally. Of this livestock and livestock products accounted for $1.26 billion; crops, $763 million; and
government pay for adaptation of production program, with $10.6 million paid to the farmers in Illinois.
Principal crops were corn, soybeans, wheat, oats, hay, fruits, and greenhouse products. The average value
of a farm in 1950 was $28,400 in Illinois.”” The farm population in Illinois declined from 1,341,104 in
1900 to 772,521 in 1950.

The abandoning of farms and the consolidation of smaller farms into large ones resulted in many
buildings being razed or abandoned, while many new ones were built. Moreover, changes in farming
meant that many old farm buildings were too small, or unsuitable for other reasons, and were replaced by
larger, more suitable and flexible structures. By the early twentieth century many barns were constructed
by professional builders following plans influenced by farm journals and using mass-produced lumber
from a nearby yard or sawmill.

In 1987, there were 1,239 farms in Will County with 328,729 acres of land involved. There were 1,532
beef cows, 1,902 dairy cows, 36,774 hogs and pigs, 638 sheep and lambs and 27,821 chickens (3 months
old or older). The surveyed total of 114,702 acres produced 13,514,967 bushels of corn for seed or grain;
1,016 acres produced 16,430 tons of corn for silage; 116,101 acres of wheat produced 4,500,809 bushels
of soybeans; and 8,832 acres produced 26,615 dry tons of alfalfa.”

Five years later, the continued decline in agricultural production in Will County was apparent. There were
1,052 farms in Will County with 325,227 acres of land involved with farming operations. There were
1,303 beef cows, 1,428 dairy cows, 31,222 hogs and pigs, 410 sheep and lambs and 10,079 chickens (3
months or older). The surveyed total of 144,035 acres produced 18,507,438 bushels of corn for grain or

>* Morrison, Prairie State, A History, 108.

>% United States Department of Agriculture, Yearbook of Agriculture (1936), 1146.
*0Tbid., 1155-6.

3" Morrison, Prairie State, A History, 116.

%% Salamon, 35.

%% 1992 Census of Agriculture, www.nass.usda.gov/il/1997/97122 html.
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seed; 1,041 acres produced 20,231 tons of green silage; 1,868 acres produced 71,847 bushels of wheat;

125,298 acres produced 4,997,784 bushels of soybeans; and 8,861 acres produced 21,491 bushels of hay
and alfalfa.®

By 1997, there were 79,000 Illinois farms utilizing 28 million acres and about 80 percent of the total land
area in the state. Illinois was the leading state in agricultural-related industries such as soybean

processing, meat packing, dairy manufacturing, feed milling, vegetable processing, machinery
manufacturing, foreign exports, and service industries.”'

Recent decades has seen tremendous suburban growth in rural areas of Will County, particularly in the
northwestern portions of the county bordering Naperville, Plainfield, and Bolingbrook, and other
communities in the eastern portions. Along with this suburban development has come conflict between
the “new” settlers and established farmers:

A while back, farmer Ray Dettmering was arrested for plowing his fields late at night in Matteson,
Illinois, a rural community 30 miles southwest of Chicago. The 28-year-old farmer told police
officers that he needed to prepare his fields for spring planting after days of rain had put him
behind schedule. The real problem? A few years earlier, subdivisions had been built near
Dettmering’s corn and soy bean fields. The new residents claimed they couldn’t hear their TVs
above the tractor noise. Others were having trouble sleeping. Two neighbors complained to the
police, and Dettmering was booked and fingerprinted. “What where these people thinking when
they moved to the country?” he asked. “It’s not like these farms snuck up on them.”*

9 1bid.

8! Jllinois Agriculture Illinois Farm Facts Illinois Agricultural Statistics Service, April 1999, www.nass.usda.gov/il/
website/farmfacts.htm.
% Ibid., 82-84.

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships Chapter [ — 17



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

American Rural Architecture

Farmstead Planning

The relationship of the farmhouse to the barn and other farm buildings was generally determined by five
factors: topography, weather conditions, convenience and labor efficiency, land survey organization, and,
most importantly for some settlers, ethnic or regional tradition. A south facing orientation secured
maximum light; an orientation toward the east allowed a barn to place its back against west prevailing
winds. Local snow accumulation also influenced barn locations. In much of the Midwest, the geometric
grid of roads and survey lines was basically aligned with compass directions, and farmers often lined up
their barns and farm buildings in conformity. Where the terrain was more rugged, farmers followed the
contours of the land in laying out buildings. In terms of labor efficiency, the barn did not need to be near
the house except in areas where winters were cold and harsh. It was desirable to locate the barn closer to
the field and other outbuildings than to the house. Midwestern farmers usually laid out their farmsteads in
one of two basic patterns influenced by the five factors listed above. The most common site plan was one
with all of the buildings in the same orientation in a courtyard arrangement, where the house and barn
formed two sides of an open square and smaller outbuildings and roads formed the other two sides. The
third pattern was a more free form arrangement in which buildings varied in alignment, but generally
followed the contour of the land.”
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The Poor-Kronmeyer-Kirman farmstead (shown at left) in Section 10 of Lockport Township is located on a strip of
land between Route 53 and the western bluff of the Des Plaines River valley (its farmland was located west of
Route 53). This influenced the buildings on the farmstead into a linear arrangement. The Hafenrichter-Noggle
Jfarmstead (shown at right) in Section 6 of Wheatland Township follows a courtyard arrangement, with the house
and main barn forming the west and east sides with the other farm buildings located on the north side.
(Illustration at lower right from This is Will County, Illinois, The American Aerial County History Series, No. 26,
1955.)

8 Allen G. Noble and Hubert G.H. Wilhelm, “The Farm Barns of the American Midwest” in Barns of the Midwest,
Allen G. Noble and Hubert G.H. Wilhelm, ed. (Athens: Ohio University Press, 1995), 9-10.
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Development of Balloon Framing

The settlement of northwest Will County coincided with one of the most revolutionary developments in
American building construction: the introduction of the balloon frame. Referred to as “that most
democratic of building technologies,”® the balloon frame allowed the construction of a house with a
minimum of labor and moderate amount of carpentry skills: the key to the success of the balloon frame
was the proper construction and erection sequence of its components. Prior to the development of the
balloon frame, builders using timber for the construction of houses and other structures used structural
systems such as the box frame or braced frame. It utilized heavy timbers to form posts, girts, girders,
braces, and rafters, all fastened together with traditional carpentry joining such as mortise and tenons,
splices, dovetails, and others. This type of structural system required builders to have a crew of five or six
men to raise and set the heavy timbers.”” The materials used in the construction of a balloon frame
structure consisted of milled lumber that was much lighter in weight than heavy timbers and cut nails.*

34 CARPENTRY. §9

At right is the box or braced frame, showing the heavy timbers
necessary for the corner posts, girts, and top plates. The balloon
frame has many similarities with this structural system, although
the use of lighter weight milled lumber in a unique combination to
achieve the same end was revolutionary (Masonry, Carpentry,
Joinery, International Library of Technology Vol. 30 (1889, reprint
Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 1980), Carpentry section, 34).

% Michael P. Conzen, “The Birth of Modern Chicago,” in 1848: Turning Point for Chicago, Turning Point for the
Region (Chicago: The Newberry Library, 1998), 22.

% For a thorough discussion of the early architectural history of Illinois, see Thomas Edward O’Donnell, “An
Outline of the History of Architecture in Illinois,” Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society (Springfield,
Illinois, 1931); and Thomas Edward O’Donnell, “Recording the Early Architecture of Illinois in the Historic
American Buildings Survey,” lllinois State Historical Society, Transactions for the Year 1934 (Springfield, Illinois,
1934).

6 Advances in milling techniques in the early 1800s and the invention and development of machinery to produce
nails from iron in the late 1700s and early 1800s preceded the development of the balloon frame.
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Credit for the development of the balloon frame is usually given to George Washington Snow of
Chicago,” although others give note that the originator of the system was a carpenter, Augustine Taylor,
who with Snow built the first structure using balloon frame construction, St. Mary’s Church, in 1833.% At
that time Chicago lacked a sawmill to produce the cut lumber, mills were present in Indiana and in
Plainfield, Illinois.”” However, these mills were relatively far away, and transportation of milled heavy
timbers difficult and expensive. Therefore, it was necessary to develop a more economical construction
system.

The classic balloon frame consists of the following elements:”

° A sill, made from a large section of milled lumber (e.g., 4x8) or two or more smaller pieces (two
2x8s), set on a masonry or concrete foundation,

° Floor joists (2x10, 2x12, etc.), typically at 16 inches on center,”’ reinforced by diagonal bridging,
nailed to the sill and nailed to:

° Studs (2x4 or 2x6), also set at 16 inches on center, running the full height of the building wall, to
which is nailed:

° Ledgers to support the second floor joints,

° Exterior wall sheathing, consisting of wood boards (1x8), often set at a diagonal to create a

structural diaphragm,
A top plate on the stud wall, on which are set:
° Roof rafters (2x10, 2x12, etc.) set at 16 to 24 inches on center, to which roof sheathing consisting
of wood boards are nailed, followed by wood roofing shingles,
Exterior wall siding,

° Flooring nailed to the wood joists, consisting of two layers of wood boards (a rough board
subfloor followed by a finished wood strip surface,
° Interior wall finish, consisting of wood lath nailed to the wood studs, covered by two to three

layers of plaster.

Since a carpenter with one or two helpers could frame and sheath a small one story house in one week,
the balloon allowed a settler to have a dwelling on their land in a short amount of time. In addition, there
was a 40 percent savings in the amount of material to enclose the same volume as compared to the braced
frame.”” Additions were as easy to construct as the original house, and easier to frame into than if braced
framing was used. Another benefit because of the balloon frame’s light weight was how it allowed a
structure to be moved easier, something that pioneers occasionally took advantage of when they needed to
allow more room on a property for other buildings or if additional land was obtained.

57 Paul E. Sprague, “Chicago Balloon Frame: The Evolution During the 19" Century of George W. Snow’s System
for Erecting Light Frame Buildings from Dimension Lumber and Machine-made Nails,” in The Technology of
Historic American Buildings, H. Ward Jandl, ed. (Washington, D.C.: Foundation for Preservation Technology for
the Association for Preservation Technology, 1983), 36.

% Fred W. Peterson, Homes in the Heartland: Balloon Frame Farmhouses of the Upper Midwest, 1850—1920
(Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas, 1992), 14.

% Sprague, “Chicago Balloon Frame,” 37. The Plainfield mill was the first James Walker mill, built between 1830
and 1832 (see Chapter III).

" As with any new system or technique, there was a period of transition where older framing methods were use
along side balloon framing. This is discussed in Sprague, “Chicago Balloon Frame.”

! Platform framing, also called Western framing, developed from balloon framing, allowing floor joists to be space
up to 24 inches on center. Platform framing involved setting each floor level as a platform on the stud walls,
allowing the use of shorter stud walls.

72 Peterson, Homes in the Heartland, 9 and 11.
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The balloon frame derived its name from the lightweight framing that allowed a large volume of space to be enclosed
economically. The drawing shown above is from was published nearly 60 years after the system was developed (Masonry,
Carpentry, Joinery, International Library of Technology Vol. 30 (1889, reprint Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 1980),
Carpentry section, drawing between pages 101 and 102). Below right is a drawing of balloon framing from 1894 (William E.
Bell, Carpentry Made Easy, or the Science and Art of Framing (Philadelphia: Ferguson Bros. & Co., 1894), plate 5). Below left
is a drawing of platform or Western framing construction, a development from balloon framing, published in the 1930s (Charles
George Ramsey and Harold Reeve Sleeper, Architectural Graphic Standards, 3 Edition (New York: John Wiley and Sons,
1941).
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The Parr-Powers-Haywood farmhouse in Section 36 of Plainfield Township is a good
example of the use of balloon frame construction, where a large volume of space has
been enclosed relatively economically.

Farming trade publications touted the benefits of the balloon frame to their audience.”” All of its inherit
advantages led American farmers to adopt it as the standard structural framing system for houses by the
end of the century. Although many ethnic groups brought their own techniques of constructing
farmhouses and farm buildings with them to the United States, they often adopted balloon framing
techniques in whole or in part and adapted it to their traditions.” Within the area of the rural survey are a
few examples of this, such as the first Spangler farmhouse (illustrated in this chapter as an example of a
German stone farmhouse), where additions have been constructed using balloon frame.

As different architectural styles were introduced, the balloon frame was easily adaptable to create the
forms and spaces required. Albert Britt of Illinois, in his book An America That Was, describes his

family’s new farmhouse that “cost nearly a thousand dollars”:"”

Farmhouses were built without benefit of architect or reference to a particular style or period. Such
plans as existed were principally in the head of the local carpenter who bossed the job. Ours was
named Perkins and he came from Alexis, all of six miles away....A model of our house could have
been made easily with a set of child’s building blocks, but it was roomy and comfortable without
dormers, turrets, or scrollsaw ornamentation, which unpleasantly common on dwellings of that
time. Prime consideration was enough interior space to suite a family needs, and if the house was
leakproof through rain and snow and windproof for anything short of a cyclone, all hands were
satisfied. Houses were painted white, window blinds green. Barns were always painted red and as
the color weathered some of the barns were beautiful. If a barn was in sight of from the road it
usually had the year of construction painted on it in large white numerals.”®

7 Peterson, Homes in the Heartland, 15-24.
™ One example was German-Russian farmers from Eastern Europe: “German-Russians eventually combined Batsa
brick with balloon-frame construction, placing clay brick in walls between the studs to stabilize and insulate the
dwelling.” (Michael Koop, “German-Russians,” in America’s Architectural Roots: Ethnic Groups that Built
America, Dell Upton, ed. (New York: Preservation Press, John Wiley & Sons, 1986), 131.)
ZZ Albert Britt, An America That Was (Barre, Massachusetts: Barre Publishers, 1964), 33.

Ibid.
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With the completion of the new farmhouse, Britt goes on to describe how the older farm structures were
adapted for new functions: “with the building of a new home the little old one became a stable for horses,
and the lean-to kitchen the family smokehouse.””” This shows the flexibility that the framing system
allowed, since these new functions required new or larger openings, relocating the structure, or adding
onto the structure.

Masonry Construction

Although brick masonry structures are somewhat rare in the rural areas surveyed, stone masonry was a
common practice of building construction in the early part of the region’s surveyed. (A full discussion of
the Des Plaines River and Du Page River valleys’ stone industry, with illustrations of some of the
structures within the rural survey area, is provided at the end of this chapter.) Many of the structures in
the survey area have limestone foundations.

Concrete

Although concrete-like material was used by the Ancient Romans, its use in recent times dates only from
the mid-nineteenth century. In 1860, S.T. Fowler patented a type of reinforced concrete wall construction,
but it was not until the 1870s and 1880s that examples had actually been constructed. By 1900 there were
numerous patented systems of reinforced concrete construction.”

Concrete was seen as a material with great potential for use on the farm. Farmers were given guidance in
using concrete on the farm, recommending its use in a variety of structures:

Concrete can be used on the farm for residences, barns, poultry houses, garages, piggeries, stalls
and mangers, milk houses, machine sheds, ice houses, silos, all kinds of tanks and troughs, vats
and wallows, manure pits, septic tanks, piers and foundations, sidewalls, steps, driveways, hen
nests, pump pits, fence posts, etc.

Of all the buildings on the farm, which should be built of concrete, probably none is more
important than the silo. Here is a structure in which it is essential to keep the silage fresh in order
that the stock may be keep thrifty and growing all winter. The silo prevents a waste of corn stalks,
which contain about one-third of the food value of the entire crop, and it enables a large number of
animals to be maintained on a given number of acres. The concrete silo is ratproof, windproof,
fireproof and will withstand cyclones. It will not dry out in the hot summer months, keeps the
silage in perfect condition and can be constructed at a moderate first cost. There are four types of
silos: Monolithic, cement block, stave and cement plaster construction.

What has been said regarding concrete for piggeries is also true in connection with poultry houses.
Concrete buildings contain no crevices in which to harbor vermin, and this freedom from lice
makes it possible for the birds to retain more flesh at the end of the setting period and therefore
more strength. Poultry can withstand dry cold when housed, but cannot endure dampness or drafts
from below, and a concrete floor will also keep out rats. Instances are known where concrete is
used successfully for nests, dropping platforms and roosts, thus greatly simplifying the problem of
cleaning. The first requirement of a milk house is that it is scrupulously clean, and the construction
should be such as to eliminate breeding places for germs and cracks or crevices for dirt to collect,
making cleaning difficult or impossible. A milk house properly constructed of concrete fulfills
these requirements, and concrete floors are recommended for sanitary reasons, with proper
provisions for draining. The milk house should be located with reference to other buildings, such
as stables and manure pits.”

77 T1as
Ibid.
® William B. Coney, “Preservation of Historic Concrete: Problems and General Approaches,” National Park Service
Preservation Brief 15, 2.
7 «“The Use of Concrete Work on the Farm,” Building Age (February 1917), 102-3.
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The survey area contains numerous examples of cast-in-place concrete structures, including silos, milk
houses, pump houses, and of course building foundations.

Concrete Block

Beginning in the early 1900s, mass production of concrete block units succeeded after several earlier
developments failed to lead to widespread production.** Harmon S. Palmer patented a cast iron machine
with a removable core and adjustable sides in 1900, allowing companies and cottage industries to spring
up across the country. Palmer founded the Hollow Building Block Company in 1902, selling $200 block
machines. Other manufacturers who flooded the market with similar machines (without directly
infringing on Palmer’s patent) led to more use of concrete block in building construction.

The blocks were produced by mixing Portland cement, water, sand, and gravel aggregate (typically one
part cement to two or three parts sand to four to six parts aggregate); placing the mixture in the machine
and tamping it down to eliminate voids; and pulling a lever to release the block from the machine. Newly
made blocks were stacked until the concrete cured, usually recommended to be a one month period of
time. Blocks were made with a variety of face textures and even color, with “rockface” block being one of
the most popular.®'

Although early block machines and block manufacturers produced units relatively larger than
contemporary units, by the mid-1920s standards were introduced by concrete products organizations that
included fabrication of units 8 by 8 by 16 inches in size. Other standards, produced by the National
Association of Cement Users, the Concrete Producers Association, and the Concrete Block Manufacturers
Association, promoted testing to improve quality.* However, concrete block began to fall out of favor as
a building facing material during this same period. During the 1930s, smooth-faced block began to
dominate the industry as architectural styles changed. Also by the later 1930s, large scale manufacturers
of block units introduced mass production techniques, supplanting the use of concrete block machines.

Just as with concrete, farmers were encouraged to use concrete block for their structures. At the annual
meeting of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute in 1913, one lecturer discussed concrete block for silos:

It is clear that the cash outlay for material becomes of the first importance and cost of labor
becomes second. To illustrate, a man in such circumstances might have gravel on his farm. Also,
he might have lumber, which he could use temporarily for the scaffold. The cost of cement block
molds is slight, and if this man were somewhat of a mechanic, he would find it advantageous to
secure a mold or molds and make his own cement blocks at odd times. In this way a cement block
silo could be built with less cash outlay than any other form of silo.*’

8 pamela H. Simpson, Cheap, Quick, and Easy: Imitative Architectural Materials, 1870-1930 (Knoxville,
Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1999), 11.

¥ bid., 24.

2 1bid., 21-22.

¥ M.L. King, “Planning the Silo,” in Eighteenth Annual Report of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute, H.A. McKeene,
ed. (Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Company, 1914), 64.
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The survey area has many fine examples of concrete block structures, ranging from Foursquare farmhouses to utilitarian farm
structures. At top left is the G.W. Adelmann farmhouse in Section 15 of Lockport Township; at top right is an illustration from
Wm. A Radford’s Cement Houses and How to Build Them (c. 1910). At middle far right is a detail view of a concrete stave/steel
hoop silo on the Myers (later Elliot) farmstead in Section 10 of Wheatland Township. Middle left and center is a corn crib in
Section 16 of Wheatland Township. The farmhouse shown at bottom left, with a detail view of the rockface concrete masonry
units at bottom right, is in Section 8 of Wheatland Township on Oswego or Wolf’s Crossing Road.
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Building trade journals also promoted the use of concrete block on the farm:

If one may judge from the demand and the variety of uses to which it is put, the concrete block is
the most important of all cement products. When properly made it has not failed to give
satisfaction as a building material and much of its popularity has resulted from the pleasing
architectural effects that have been brought about. Hollow blocks represent a considerable saving
in cost, without reducing the strength so as to impair the safety of the building. The use of facings
to bring about pleasing exterior treatments has its advantages while the interior air chambers allow
them to conduct heat or cold but slowly. This fact makes buildings of this material warm in winter
and cool in summer and tends to prevent sweating of walls.**

1L
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By the 1910s, farmers had several choices of silos using concrete block. Both advertisements are from the farm journal Hoard’s
Dairyman, 1909.

The three-township survey area has many good examples of the use of concrete block. Most of the houses
are American Foursquare types, since that was the most popular style of rural residential construction in
the first two decades of the twentieth century.

8 «“The Use of Concrete Work on the Farm,” 100.
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Local Limestone

One building material dating from the earliest period of European settlement in northwest Will County
was limestone quarried from the Des Plaines and Du Page River valleys. These same regions later
provided gravel for use in concrete construction in Will County and the Chicago area. The Des Plaines
River valley in Du Page and Lockport Townships of Will County contains numerous quarries of
limestone, often referred to as Joliet limestone. Quarries in the Du Page River valley were utilized first for
their limestone reserves but are primarily used today as sources of gravel. The following is an overview of
the history of the stone industry in the region.

Joliet Limestone

The area surrounding Joliet contains abundant supplies of limestone, derived predominantly from the
Niagaran strata. Owing to oxidation of ferrous minerals contained in the stone, the color of the stone
ranges from buff near the surface to gray tones at deeper levels. Its surface is a hard, compact and slightly
porous, brittle dolomite. The stone has thin seams of greenish clay (chert) running through the whole
mass, which upon long exposure in alternately wet and dry causing the solid calcium carbonate layers to
delaminate.®

A prosperous period for quarrying stone in the Joliet area began during the 1830s and lasted until nearly
the end of the century. D.H. Demmond was the first to quarry stone in the Joliet district, most likely on
the bluffs west of Des Plaines River overlooking the fledgling Joliet settlement. His was the first stone
house in the area, built in 1835. Stone quarrying spread quickly and by 1850 a chain of quarries was
developing against the bluffs on the western bank of the river. William Davidson and his brother opened
the first of their quarries in 1845, one mile south of Joliet at a point where the canal turns west-southwest
with the curve of the river. By the mid-1850s tracks for the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad had been
laid within the same curve, between river and canal, affording this quarry access to good transportation
facilities. By 1897, it had grown to cover about 60 acres and employed about 130 men, and shipped to
customers up to 500 miles away. The quarry produced flagstone, dimension stone, rough stone, dressed
stone, cut stone, and rubble for use in construction and ornamentation of buildings and for the roadbeds of
highways and railroads.®

Early Quarries in Lemont

Meanwhile in Lemont, a canal contractor named Brown bought up land along the canal’s margin and
established a quarry. A few years later Boyer and Corneau opened a quarry a mile further west of town."’
Other early quarrymen around Lemont included Horace M. Singer and Edwin Walker.*

Lime was also a significant product of the stone industry, especially with numerous masonry structures
erected due to the economic development after the opening of the I&M Canal in 1848. In that year Dr. J.
F. Daggett, a local physician, bought a considerable amount of land south of Lockport and approximately
three miles north of Joliet where he opened a quarry. Daggett and Hiram Norton had a kiln for making
lime for mortar used in building construction. Around 1852 James Bruce established his quarry just to the
south. He had already established quarries in Romeo and Drummond in 1848. By the turn of the century,
Robert C. Bruce, his son, operated a large quarry owned by his father’s estate just east of the Illinois State
Penitentiary. In March 1851, Oak Hill Quarry was opened by Isaac Noble and G. A. Cousens Company,
just south of Lockport village and adjacent to the Bruce quarry. After years of litigation, Nobles bought
out Gaylord in 1868. These quarries provided dimension stone, flagging stone, bridge stone, and rubble

% Linda Ponte, “The Celebrated Joliet Marble Field,” in An Historical Geography of the Lower Des Plaines Valley
Limestone Industry, Time and Place in Joliet, Michael Conzen, ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1988), 15.
86 11,

Ibid., 17.
%7 They stayed in business for nearly 30 years, with the majority of sales in the Chicago area.
% Ponte, “The Celebrated Joliet Marble Field,” 19.
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stone, shipped by rail and canal from their location approximately one mile north of the Illinois State
Penitentiary at the north end of Joliet. Another early quarryman was William Kronmeyer who opened a
stone yard near the lock, 1 1/2 miles north of downtown Joliet.*

The limestone industry grew steadily, both in number and acreage size of firms. By the beginning of 1856
there were 8 quarries in operation near Joliet, the smallest of which employed 5 men and the largest of
which employed 48. The total number of men employed by the quarries during that year was 120. Of
these 23 worked for Francis Schwalm and 48 for A. H. Taylor and Company, the largest quarries in
operation at that time. In July of 1865, W. A. Steel, together with his father-in-law, Colonel Lorenzo P.
Sanger, opened Sanger and Steel, In early 1871, Steel purchased Sanger’s interests and became the sole
proprietor of the Joliet Stone Quarries. Steel furnished stone for the United States Custom Houses in Des
Moines, lowa, and Madison, Wisconsin, as well as the Michigan State Capital. Moreover, he supplied
stone for about sixty courthouses and jails in Illinois and Michigan and for the St. Louis courts and
government buildings at the Rock Island Arsenal. Joliet Stone Quarries began the largest quarry in the
United States.” Lockport native Julius A. Boyer opened the Lemont Stone Quarries in 1869. From these
quarries he furnished dimension, flagging and rubble stone. He supplied limestone for stone-fronted
buildings on the west side of Chicago.”!

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 provided enormous stimulation to the stone quarrying industry. Not only
was stone needed at once to replace destroyed buildings, especially in the city center, but new building
ordinances created a “fire” zone in which wood construction was in theory prohibited. Many new quarries
were started to cater to the increased demand. For example, the Joliet Stone Company incorporated in
1872.%

As the quarry industry peaked in the 1880s, many smaller businesses were bought out by much larger
operations or forced by competition to abandon their sites. The consolidation of established quarries
changed the methods of the business. Tools to crush, cut, rub, and saw stone became more advanced and
raised production, while some of the old established quarries saw themselves eclipsed by newer and larger
enterprises. Lemont quarries developed branch offices and storage yards in Chicago as early as the 1870s;
those of Joliet and Lockport quarries appeared in the 1880s. It was reported in the 1880s that “the amount
of stone accessible here is almost unlimited.”” Quarries were removing only the top 12 to 15 feet to
supply building stone, since it was unnecessary to go any deeper:

Possible quarry sites are abundant along the Des Plaines Valley, but favorable locations are
limited to areas near some railroad where the overburden is not too great and water will not be too
abundant. In general, the higher the elevation of a quarry, the less difficulty with water will be
encountered.”

However, the development of smoother business links with customers in metropolitan areas could not
offset competition from alternative sources with superior building stone. The availability of more durable
Indiana limestone and the discovery of the lack of long-term durability of the Joliet stone, in addition to
the introduction of other building materials such as concrete, led to the decline of the Joliet, Lemont, and
Lockport stone industry.

% Ibid.

*Ibid., 22.

’' bid., 23.

2 Ibid.

% A.H. Worthen, Economical Geology of Illinois, Volume II (Springfield, Illinois, 1882), 482.
% Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle, 118.
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Des Plaines River Valley Limestone. Illustrated here are some of the
extant Des Plaines River valley limestone buildings, all in Lockport
Township. Top left is the Zipf-Waldvogel-Theobald farmhouse in Section
35, top right is the Poor-Kronmeyer-Kirman farmhouse in Section 10 on
Route 53. Above left is a detail view of the Harder farmhouse in Section
22 and above right is the Fitzpatrick farmhouse in Section 15 (both are
also on Route 53). At right is a smoke house on the Simeon Lonergan
farmstead in Section 9.

Throughout the first two decades of the twentieth century, the industry continued to decline. In 1913, the
Western Stone Company, which had bought out many a smaller company during the boom years of the
later nineteenth century, closed its doors.”” In an Illinois Geological Survey report of 1925, it was reported
that “the main uses of dolomite from this area are for road metal, concrete, flux, agricultural purposes,
building stone, and sidewalks.”® The report also stated that building stone or flagstone (for sidewalks)
was no longer a major product of the quarries, and that “with the present tendency towards the use of

% Ponte, “The Celebrated Joliet Marble Field,” 23.

% Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle, 118. In the mid-1920s, Illinois State
Penitentiary at Stateville (now Stateville Correctional Center) was under construction and utilized concrete
extensively. Gravel for the concrete mixing was quarried by inmates in the region. But the primary involvement of
the Illinois prison system with the Des Plaines valley limestone industry was the quarry at the “old prison” at Joliet
(now Joliet Correctional Center). The quarry at the prison, using inmate labor, produced a not insignificant amount
of stone material, although use of this stone began to be restricted to state agencies after the early 1900s.
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brick and artificial stone, it seems fairly certain that the dimension stone industry of this area is not a
growing industry.””” Also in 1925, the National Stone Company, controlling about 30 acres, became the
largest quarry in Will County. This quarry reflected a new emphasis on crushed stone and the declining
demand for building stone. A number of quarries remained in business, depending on the demand for
crushed stone to keep their sites open and active.”™

The Du Page River valley stone quarry located in Section 2 of Plainfield, west of the site of the John
Spangler farmstead, was the largest quarry in the region outside of the Des Plaines River valley. The
site is now used as an automobile salvage yard.

Du Page Valley Limestone and Gravel

Besides the abundant stone and gravel supply in the Des Plaines River valley, the Du Page River valley
had also supported quarrying operations, first of stone from numerous sites and later gravel from large
tracts of land to the east and northeast of Plainfield. Stone quarrying operations date back to the 1850s.
The Clow farmstead in Section 22 is built with Du Page River valley limestone for the ashlar wall
masonry, while the quoins, window heads and sill, and other detail features are of Des Plaines River
valley or Joliet limestone. Numerous other surviving structures in the survey region were constructed with
Du Page River valley limestone. One quarry has been identified in Section 2 of Plainfield Township, west
of the site of the John Spangler farmstead.” Map 7 in Appendix C shows the location of this quarry.

" Ibid., 119.

*Ibid.

% Michael A. Lambert. Preliminary Study Map — Wheatland and Plainfield Township Stone Building District. 1
June 1992.
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Du Page River Valley Limestone. A detail view of the main house on the Clow farmstead (top left) in Section 22 of Wheatland
Township. The relatively poor quality of the Du Page River valley limestone is apparent when compared with the Joliet
limestone. The Du Page River valley limestone has weathered more severely than the detail units, which are in fair condition.
Also shown, at top right, is the Durant-Hyland farmhouse in Section 14 Wheatland Township (in incorporated Naperville); at
center left, the pump house at the Mather farmstead in Section 23 in Wheatland Township; at center right, the farmhouse on the
John Spangler farmstead in Section 2 of Plainfield Township; at bottom left, the first Spangler family farmhouse (with subsequent
additions) in Section 1 of Plainfield Township, and at bottom right, the Thomas-Brossman farmhouse in Section 14 of Wheatland
Township.

The quarrying of sand and gravel in northeast Plainfield Township dates from at least the 1840s, when the
farmstead of Benjamin Norton was reported have gravel “held in high repute among builders since
1846.”' In the first decade of the 1900s, the Chicago Gravel Company began excavations east of the

1% Souvenir of Settlement and Progress of Will County, Illinois, 379.

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships Chapter I - 31



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

town of Plainfield Township. The resultant opening in the ground filled with water and was named Lake
Renwick, after Frank W. Renwick of the Chicago Gravel Company. By the mid-1920s, the lake was a
half mile in length.'”" The gravel layer extended down approximately 25 feet below the level of the
ground plain at the north end of the lake and almost ten feet more at the south end. The gravel that was
quarried by the Chicago Gravel Company was reported to be 40 percent sand smaller than 1/4 inch in
diameter.'"” Map 7 in Appendix C shows the relative dates for the gravel quarrying operations northeast
and east of Plainfield.'"” Gravel quarrying operations have continued to the present, with much of the
quarry work in progress in Wheatland Township (primarily in Sections 23 and 26).

The top photograph show Lake Renwick circa early 1920s (D.J. Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle,
Bulletin No. 51 of the Illinois State Geological Survey (Urbana, Illinois, 1925), 93). The bottom right photograph shows a crane
from the gravel quarries east of Plainfield that currently lies in a fenced off area of Section 14. The land is now owned by the
Forest Preserve District of Will County. At bottom left is an illustration of Iper’s gravel quarry in Section 2 of Du Page
Township, located some ten miles to the northeast of the Plainfield gravel pits (Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the
Joliet Quadrangle, 80).

% Fisher, Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle, 120.
102 :
Ibid.
1% Dates on the maps are based on aerial photographs dated circa 1939 and 1954 listed in the bibliography.
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Classification of Farmhouse Types

Building construction includes three areas of stylistic classification: “high style,” where the building
clearly relates to a defined architectural style in form and detail; vernacular of “folk architecture,” where
builders or owners without formal architectural training construct buildings based on regional or cultural
customs, and where stylistic elements derived from stylebooks are applied or mixed within the same
structure; and utilitarian, where style is entirely secondary and efficient use of materials is the primary
factor in the design. Most buildings fall into the categories of vernacular and utilitarian. Farmhouses were
usually built by a builder or carpenter, and reflect general types of houses popular at the time. A
discussion of the utilitarian types of farm buildings is covered later in this chapter. The discussion below
first describes the architectural styles found to some degree in the survey area. This is followed by an
outline of the #ypes farmhouses, since most of these structures are better categorized by this means, with
only the applied ornament being classified by style. There are a few houses in the survey area that have
undergone extensive renovations, making identification difficult. In these situations, the an assessment
has been made as to possible original style or type with notes made in the comment portion of each
survey form giving additional information on additions or alterations.

Architectural Style

In the second half of the nineteenth century, architectural styles were disseminated through stylebooks
promoting not only aesthetic features of houses but also the orderly qualities for a proper domestic
environment.'™ Another source of building ideas was agricultural journals. Although carpenters and

builders rarely followed such books and journals exactly, they did influence the types of houses being
constructed (and discussed in the next section) as well as the stylistic elements applied to those houses.
Although it is unlikely that many of the buildings in the survey area were built using designs or
supervision of academically trained architects, many of the farmhouses were built by carpenters and
builders competent at applying fashionable architectural styles in their work.

Shown at left is the Greek Revival style Coe-Cheeny farmhouse, located on Van Dyke Road in Plainfield Township (PIN 03-09-
300-004). At right is the Allen-Wilson-Findley-Ferguson farmhouse in Section 19 of Wheatland Township (PIN 01-19-400-014).

Greek Revival

The Greek Revival style was popular beginning in the 1820s and continued in some regions until the
1870s. Inspired by archacological excavations and measured drawings of ancient Greek temples, the style
was developed by America’s first trained architects and spread by pattern books that influenced
carpenters and builders across the relatively young United States. American culture found an
identification with the democracy in Ancient Greece. Greek Revival buildings have simple rectilinear
forms, prominent classical ornament, molded cornices and window lintels, and other ornamental motifs
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inspired by Classical architecture. The style’s simple massing and details went along with the sometimes
limited materials and resources of rural areas.

Several of the buildings in the survey area have Classical details. Two of the houses that relate best to the
Greek Revival style are the Coe-Cheeny farmhouse in Plainfield Township and Abraham Matter
farmhouse in Wheatland Township. The Wheatland Zion Lutheran Church, shown in Chapter 11, is a fine
example of Greek Revival as well. Several other farmhouses have the basic rectilinear form inspired by
Classical architecture even if they do not have dominant Greek Revival detailing.

Although the overall massing and details of the Patrick Fitzpatrick farmhouse on Route
53 in Lockport Township are Greek Revival, the details of the porch are more Italianate
in character and the use of dressed stone for quoins at the corners reminiscent of
Renaissance Revival.

The bargeboard ornament of the Herzog farmhouse in Section 34 of Wheatland Township
is similar to Gothic Revival patterns. Similar ornament is present on a farmhouse in
Section 13 of Plainfield Township (PIN 03-13-300-004).

Gothic Revival

Gothic Revival was roughly contemporary with Greek Revival, although with very different inspiration. It
utilized late Medieval Gothic forms that have vertically oriented massing with steeply sloped roofs, and
detail features such as pointed arches, narrow lancet windows, decorative bargeboards and finials,
battlemented parapets, and clusters of chimney stacks. Like Greek Revival, pattern book guided architects
and builders, such as Andrew Jackson Downing’s The Architecture of Country Houses. Gothic Revival

Will County Rural Historic Structura